Small Group Discussion Guide

Date: February 4, 2018

Title: Pray Like Jesus 5: The Greatest Prayer Ever // Scripture: Luke 22
ARRIVAL / SOCIAL TIME 15-20 minutes
Spend the first 15 minutes or so of your time together catching up and socializing with one another. Also find time to
catch up together on how the assignments from last week turned out.
SERMON REVIEW 5-10 minutes
What is greatness? It's as important what Jesus does not say as what He does say. He doesn't say that they
shouldn't want to be great. It's just that his pathway to greatness is different than the world's. It's not about your
position, it's about working from the security of your identity. From there, you can lower yourself and serve others.
What does prayer have to do with greatness? Prayer of Thanksgiving (Luke 22:14) calls us back to see what we have
been given. Prayer of Relinquishment (Luke 22:39) is about the surrendering of what we’ve been given. Jesus is
saying to us, “Come to my table, give thanks before the greatness happens, relinquish and surrender your life,
because as you do, you will find what it means to be truly human.”

THE MAIN THOUGHT keep this in mind as you facilitate discussion
Prayer creates in us the atmosphere of greatness.
SEE IT – Questions 10-15 minutes
Picture (What is the story saying?): What is the Prayer of Thanksgiving about? What is the Prayer of Relinquishment
about?
Mirror (Where am I in the story?): How is Jesus’ pathway to greatness different than that of the world? Do you tend to
strive for greatness or find yourself apathetic toward it?
Window (How does the story change how I see those around me?): How do you see practicing the Prayer of
Thanksgiving changing the way you see what’s around you? Is the Prayer of Relinquishment a part of that, too? How?
BE IT – Practice 15 minutes
Change UP // Exercise 10 minutes
Our desire is that the things that marked Jesus’ life will mark ours. Take one minute of silence and ask the Lord to
speak words or give you pictures of what He wants you to know about that right now. Then spend time sharing as you
feel led and praying for each other to press into those revelations.
Change IN // Group Activity 5 minutes
Talk about the example Dave gave of the Chinese finger trap. How do you see that as a picture of relinquishment or
pressing into Him instead of pulling away from something that doesn’t feel like goodness?
Change OUT // Life Application Assignment 5 minutes
As you go into your week, pause with a prayer of thankfulness before an activity or interaction. Let that orient you
into operating out of your identity in Christ. When you’re faced with something that does not look like goodness,
surrender that to God and how He names goodness.
CLOSING PRAYER 5 minutes
Take a few minutes to gather any prayer requests and pray for each other to SEE IT and BE IT this week.

